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State News 
Work Continues in Washington State …  

The sticking point is the requirement that counties to be able to 
provide evidence that construction of the home or small 
development would not impact instream flows, water levels for 
surrounding water bodies, and senior water rights.  Developers 
have argued that it would be nearly impossible to determine 
whether a single well would have broad environmental or water 
flow impacts.  Proponents of the court ruling believe that these 
impacts should be measured to determine the long-term impact 
of the construction of a well. 

Republicans, which control the Senate as part of the Majority 
Coalition Caucus, want legislation passed to overturn portions 
of the court ruling.  Democrats, supporting the environmental 
community and tribes, do not want significant changes to the 
law.  This specific issue pulled the Washington Legislature into 
July, and our longest legislative session in state history.  No bill 
was passed, but it is hoped that negotiations will continue.  If 
agreement is reached, the Legislature may return to Olympia 
for a one-day or weekend session before January. 

Over the coming months, the United Trustees Association will 
be busy in Washington State working on both the deceased 
borrower issue and potential legislation for non-monitory 
interest.  This will take negotiations from all parties to put this 
bill together.  Additionally, UTA will continue to monitor the 
Hirst issue as an interested party concerned with property 
values and its impact on construction of homes in Washington. 

 
 
Holly Chisa is UTA’s Washington Lobbyist. She has over 
15 years of political experience, including campaign 
work and individual work as staff with Members of the 
Washington Legislature and the U.S. Congress. She can 
be reached at hollychisa@hpcadvocacy.com. 
 
 
 

 

Nevada Foreclosure Mediation Rules and 
Certificate Requests Available 

Several documents are available to members with respect to the 
revised Nevada Foreclosure Mediation Program.  The UTA 
website has instructions and an Excel spreadsheet used to 
request Certificates as well as the Foreclosure Mediation Rules.  
To view the documents, go to ‘about UTA’ then go to 
‘Documents’. 

Foreclosure Mediation Program Update 
By Ramir Hernandez, Esq., Wright, Finlay & Zak, 
LLP , UTA Nevada Representative 
On the eve that the Nevada Foreclosure Mediation Program 
was set to expire, the Nevada Legislature resurrected the 
Program on the last day of the 2017 legislative session.  The 
passed legislation provides that the Program will be 
administered through Home Means Nevada, Inc., the non-profit 
corporation set up by the state of Nevada to administer the 
hardest hit funds.  The program went into effect immediately 
upon passage, on June 12, and provided a 30-day window for 
those whose had not yet been foreclosed upon to enroll in the 
program.  This led to a flurry of filings on July 11 for those 
caught in the grandfather period established by the new 
program.  In Clark County alone, dozens of new foreclosure 
mediation petitions were filed with the district court.   

The new Program is still putting together its operations with the 
implementation of the promised new electronic portal delayed 
for the time being, if it in fact it is ever implemented.  
Meanwhile, the Supreme Court has promulgated a new set of 
proposed rules that are pending final approval.  The rules are 
substantially similar to the previous rules of the Program with 
changes to reflect the new status of the Program under Home 
Means Nevada.  

Meanwhile, the foreclosure numbers in Nevada continue to 
plummet.  According to realtytrac.com, the number of new 
foreclosures in Nevada plummeted to just above 200 in July 
2017.  (See, http://www.realtytrac.com/statsandtrends/
foreclosuretrends/nv).   Whether this is the result of the new 
mediation program or a continuing trend in the Nevada real 
estate market remains to be seen.   

 

 

Ramir (“Rami”) M. Hernandez is an associate attorney 
with Wright Finlay & Zak, LLP . Mr. Hernandez focuses 
his practice on civil litigation, real estate law, family law, 
and government. Mr. Hernandez is admitted to practice in 
the State Bar of Nevada and the United States District 
Court for the State of Nevada. He can be reached at 
RHernandez@wrightlegal.net. 
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provide evidence that construction of the home or small
development would not impact instream flows, water levels for
surrounding water bodies, and senior water rights.  Developers
have argued that it would be nearly impossible to determine 
whether a single well would have broad environmental or water 
flow impacts.  Proponents of the court ruling believe that these
impacts should be measured to determine the long-term impact
of the construction of a well.

Republicans, which control the Senate as part of the Majority 
Coalition Caucus, want legislation passed to overturn portions 
of the court ruling.  Democrats, supporting the environmental 
community and tribes, do not want significant changes to the
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agreement is reached, the Legislature may return to Olympia 
for a one-day or weekend session before January.

Over the coming months, the United Trustees Association will
be busy in Washington State working on both the deceased 
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interest.  This will take negotiations from all parties to put this
bill together.  Additionally, UTA will continue to monitor the
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